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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Main Street Chanute is 

to revitalize downtown by involving the 

community to determine and implement 

strategies that integrate historic preser-

vation principles with sound economic 

development strategies. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

Downtown will be a source of pride 

and identity with an historic appearance 

featuring vintage lights, new curbs and 

sidewalks and restored storefronts. 

Buildings will be fully utilized, filled 

with profitable existing and new busi-

nesses that meet the needs of consum-

ers. The central business district will 

bring people to shop and support local 

businesses. 

 

 

 

 

Chanute was named a Main Street City in August of 1994. At that time 

there were many empty buildings in downtown and the appearance of the 

downtown central business district was in need of some tender loving 

care. There was a Downtown Merchants Association that were retailers 

in the central part of downtown. They did a great job with a few activities 

to bring people to shop in there stores. But as time went on that just was-

nôt enough to spark the interest to revitalize the downtown. There was 

also a Downtown Task Force Committee that painted and did some 

cleanup to buildings. In the summer of 1994 a group of people with that 

committee was approached by the Economic Director of the City of Cha-

nute to see if anyone would be interested in applying to become a Main 

Street City. That is how the process and success of revitalizing our down-

town over the last 13 years was accomplished. A large number of people 

became interested in making things better for downtown.  

Since 1995 the Main Street program for Chanuteôs Downtown was ac-

complished the following:  
$6,739,257 new Construction, rehabilitations and façade improvements 

$1,813,917 public improvements 

93 New businesses 

321 New jobs 

In October, 2007 at the State Conference we were awarded the $10 Mil-

lion Reinvestment Milestone Award.  

 

We must keep up the good work and continue to help downtown grow 

and prosper. We need to establish a team ñfeelingò that we have had in 

the past. For those of us who know that team ñfeelingò, knows how well 

it worked.  

   Sharon Stirewalt, Executive Director 

 

 

 


